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Kids helping kids
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Aranda Primary Year 3 students Santal Tacconi and Nicole Lolicato with the Christmas boxes bound for the Arrernte Aboriginal community in Alice Springs 

Aranda Primary students put on their Good Samaritan hats this year to help disadvantaged children in Alice Springs have a merrier Christmas.

Families at the school filled 67 Christmas boxes with toys and essential items to be delivered by the Missionaries of Charity to the Arrernte Aboriginal community this week.

Aranda Parish’s women’s group has been linked with the women’s group in Alice Springs for sometime, as the suburb Aranda is named after the Arrernte community. 

Now local school students have decided to strengthen that link.

The nuns regularly take food and scripture material to the outlying mission areas, and this weekend the students’ gifts will also be part of the delivery.

The Christmas box project was suggested by one of the parents at the school, Mrs Debbie Lolicato.

She had heard about the conditions some of the Arrernte people were living in from her children’s School of Religion teacher Mrs Trish Mowbray, who periodically works with disabled children in Alice Springs as part of her role with the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference.

“Trish went out to the missions with some of the nuns and said it was like visiting a third world nation. I knew I wanted to do something to help,” Mrs Lolicato said.

So she suggested the school put together Christmas boxes.

But then there was the dilemma of delivery.

The transport costs were quoted at around $2000 and Mrs Lolicato was trying very hard to find a company to act as a sponsor.
“No one was interested, until I spoke to Paul Dillion at Border Express,” she said. 

“He is actually a former student of Aranda Primary School and he said he would be happy to cover the costs.

“Delfast has also offered to transport the boxes from the school to the Border Express depot free of charge, which is wonderful.”

Earlier this year Aranda Primary also sent a large collection of its long-term unclaimed lost property to the Arrernte community to provide the children with more clothing.

