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THE SMITH FAMILY



The Smith Family, founded in 1922, is a national, independent children’s charity committed to helping disadvantaged Australian children by unlocking opportunities through education and learning. 

No one would deny that children are Australia’s future, yet right now one in seven Australian children are living in disadvantage and do not have access to the same educational, health or life opportunities that many of us enjoy and often take for granted. Without support, the disadvantage they experience today is likely to continue into adulthood - and on to the next generation.

Research has shown, supporting children’s education and learning is one of the most effective means of breaking the cycle of disadvantage and ensuring all children have the same opportunity to realise their potential. That’s why The Smith Family focuses on helping disadvantaged children get the most out of their education, so they can go on to make the best of their lives.

Our work in 95 communities is extended and enhanced by the more than 21,000 members of VIEW Clubs of Australia together with 6,500 volunteers from the community and our corporate partners, who volunteer their time and energy to ensure we reach children in need. More than 65,000 disadvantaged children and young people access our comprehensive Learning for Life programs each year.

At every step along the way, our nationwide network of Learning for Life workers support these children, linking them with emergent literacy and numeracy programs in their early years, and as they grow up, with comprehension, digital, financial, health and emotional literacy programs, so that children can develop the skills and capacities they need for their journey through life. We enable their development through mentoring and tutoring opportunities, and through a financial scholarship, which assists with the costs of essential school expenses such as uniforms, books and excursions.  At Christmas time we support our disadvantaged families with hampers and toy packs for the children. That’s where BORDER EXPRESS provides valuable assistance and support. As well as an annual financial donation the company and its supply chain provide logistics support on a national scale to allow us to deliver hamper and toy packs to our regional and country families.

This year Border Express has assisted with the following:

· Pick-up and delivery of 2,300 hampers and 3,100 toy packs for delivery to over 2,200 Learning for Life families in NSW and ACT.
· Pick-up and delivery of 170 hampers and 250 toy packs for delivery to about 155 Learning for Life families in Whyalla and Port Pirie, South Australia.
· Pick-up of 118 pallets of toys and books from our storage in Villawood, Sydney and delivered to Sydney Showgrounds where these were used to provide over 5,500 toy packs for kids in NSW and ACT.
· In Victoria Border Express moved over 2,075 toy packs and 1,233 food hampers to families in Bairnsdale, Morwell, Shepparton, Bendigo, Ballarat and Geelong.
· Four boxes of toys were transported to our central store in Brisbane from our offices in Townsville and Rockhampton.
THANK YOU TO BORDER EXPRESS


For more information on The Smith Family or for details on how you can help disadvantaged children realise their potential through education, please visit www.thesmithfamily.com.au
 (
Telephone   03 9473 4311
Facsimile   03 9416 0725
Email: 
john.vandelft
@thesmithfamily.com.au
) (
73 Wellington Street
COLLINGWOOD VIC 3066
)
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